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ABSTRACT 
 
Topological indices have been generally used for analyzing 
the structural properties of graphs and particularly for 
modeling the biological and the chemical properties of 
molecules in QSPR and QSAR studies. Recently, these 
invariants have been proposed as measures to analyze the 
whole structure of complex networks. In this paper, a new 
formula for the Degree Distance index using the           is 
obtained. Firstly, we discuss the use of this invariant to 
analyze the social networks. After that, we apply the new 
formula on some well-known simple connected graphs, such 
as Wheels, paths, stars and cycles. 
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I.  INTRODUCTION 
 
A particular attention is paid to graph invariants in recent 
research in mathematical chemistry. The main issue in this 
area of research is to calculate suitable numerical measures, 
and use them to quantify and understand the structural 
information of networks and graphs. Some such measures 
can serve as a standard for analyzing and exploring 
networks or for comparing and designing new networks. 
Over the last years, a large variety of measures or indices 
have been defined as descriptors for networks [12]. They are 
used as a universal language for describing the chemical 
structure of molecules, the chemical reaction networks, 
ecosystems, financial markets, the World Wide Web, and 
social networks [11, 19 - 20, 23 – 24]. 
 
 Graph theory has an important effect on the development 
of the chemical, computer and biological sciences by using 

                                                        
 

topological indices. A topological index is a numerical value 
mathematically derived from the graph structure and it does 
not depend on the labeling or pictorial representation of the 
graph. The topological indices of molecular graphs are 
widely used for establishing correlations between the 
structure of a molecular compound and its physico-chemical 
properties or biological activity. Moreover, they are 
considered as compulsory tools for analyzing some physico-
chemical properties of molecules without performing any 
experiment [10]. Hundred of topological indices were 
defined by chemists and mathematicians after the first 
distance based topological index, called the Wiener index, 
which was proposed by H. Wiener (1947) for modeling the 
physical properties of Alcanes [9]. In 1971, Gutman & 
Trinajstić defined the Zagreb indices that are degree based 
topological indices [8] and were firstly proposed to be 
measures of branching of the Carbon-atom skeleton [7]. 
These indices and Randic index are the most used 
topological indices in chemical and mathematical literature 
so far. For more detailed discussions of the most well-known 
topological indices, we refer the interested reader to [1 – 6, 
10] and the references therein. 
 
 In order to model real world situations from the basic 
sciences to engineering and social sciences, the graph theory 
uses graphs and there composed. A graph is an object G = 
(V, E) that consists of a nonempty set V and 2-element 
subsets of V namely E. The elements of V are called vertices 
and the elements of E are called edges. The distance d(u, v) 
between two vertices u and v is the length of the shortest 
path connecting these two vertices. The diameter D(G) of G 
denotes the maximum of the shortest path between all 
vertices of G . We denote by deg(v) the degree of the vertex 
v which is the number of edges incident to v. 
 
2. THE DEGREE DISTANCE WITH 
 
In this paper, we focus on the parameter      , which is 
defined as the number of pairs of vertices of G that are at 

   
 

The Degree Distance Index for Analysing the Structure  
of Social Networks  

 
Mohamed Essalih1, 2, Mohamed El Marraki2, Meryam Zeryouh2 

1LPSSII, The Safi’s Graduate School of Technology, Cadi Ayyad University,  in Marrakesh,  
Marrakesh, Morocco,  

essalih.mohamed@yahoo.fr 
2LRIT - CNRST URAC 29, Rabat IT Center -  Faculty of sciences, Mohammed V University in Rabat, 

B.P 1014, Rabat, Morocco,  
marraki@fsr.ac.ma, zeryouh.meryam@gmail.com  

 

                                  ISSN 2278-3091 
Volume 8, No.3, May - June 2019 

International Journal of Advanced Trends in Computer Science and Engineering 
Available Online at http://www.warse.org/IJATCSE/static/pdf/file/ijatcse95832019.pdf 

https://doi.org/10.30534/ijatcse/2019/95832019 
 

 



    Mohamed Essalih et al.., International Journal of Advanced Trends in Computer Science and  Engineering, 8(3), May - June 2019, 954 -  958 
 

955 
 

 
distance k, and the Wiener-Type invariant of a graph G that 
is mathematically defined as :                              ,  where λ 
is a real number. Also, we use the so-called vertex 
transmission or simply the Wiener index of a vertex                      
, which equals to the sum of distances between a chosen 
vertex v and the other vertices in G,  ,                                 . 
Furthermore, we concentrate on the Degree Distance index 
that is defined as :  

 
 

                                                        [18]. The reader  can 
see [13 - 18] and [21 - 22] for more details and results on 
the calculation of the Wiener index and the Degree Distance 
index, respectively. 
 
 Our work starts with the following proposed definitions. 
 
 Definition 2.1. Let G be a simple connected graph of 
diameter D(G) . For a given vertex v,            shows the 
number of pairs of vertices of G that are at distance k from 
v. 
 
J. A. Rodrìguez-Velàzquez and all in [25] and S. Goel, and 
all in [26] were used the Wiener index and the Terminal 
Wiener index as effective measures to evaluate the efficiency 
of a network and to quantify the communication between 
persons in a social network. For us           plays an important 
role for analyzing a social network after representing his 
members by a set of vertices and its relations by a set of 
edges. To illustrate, each member v has exactly deg(v) 
neighbors that represent the          , each friend of  the vertex 
v has other neighbors which gives as a result         and we 
continue until the             level members. Following this 
technique, we can calculate the distance between each pair 
in a social network. 
 
 Lemma 2.2. Let G be a simple connected graph of 
diameter D(G). The vertex transmission of v can be 
rewritten as : 
 
 
 
 
 Proof. By using the definition of w(v, G) and                
for λ = 1 . We have : 
 
 
 
For n vertices, we have :  
 
 
 
By using (3) in (2), we obtain : 
 
 
 
 

Which yields to (1).             
                                              
 Definition 2.3. Let G be a simple connected graph of 
diameter D(G) . The Degree Distance dd(v, G) is defined as 
follows :  
 
 
 
 
 
 Theorem 2.4. Let G be a simple connected undirected 
graph, with n vertices, m edges and D(G) ≥ 2 . Then : 
 
 
 
 
 Proof. Using the definition of DD(G) and Lemma 2.2 : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Such that                                                for any graph with 
 n vertices and m edges.   
 
 Corollary 2.5. Let G be a graph with n vertices, m edges 
and D(G) = 2 . Then : 

 
 

 Proof. By using Theorem 2.4 and Lemma 2.2 for k ≤ 2 , 
where                                             is the seconde Zegrib 
index. 
 
 In order to clarify the novel formula of DD(G), we present 
in the following section its application to analyze some well-
known graphs like : Path, Cycle, Wheel and Star graphs. 

 
3. APPLICATION 

 
In this section, We apply the previous corollaries and 
theorems on some graphs with difierent diameters. 
 
3.1. Graphs of diameter two (D(G) = 2) 
 
3.1.1. The Star planar graph   (       ) 
 
 Lemma 3.1. We denote by     a Star planar graph of n 
vertices and m = n − 1 edges. Then : 

 
 
 



    Mohamed Essalih et al.., International Journal of Advanced Trends in Computer Science and  Engineering, 8(3), May - June 2019, 954 -  958 
 

956 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Proof. By calculation. 
 
 Corollary 3.2. Let       be a Star planar graph with n ≥ 

3 vertices. Then :  
 
 
  
 Proof.  We simply apply Theorem 2.4 with Lemma 

3.1 :  
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.1.2. The Weel planar graph (       ) 
 
 Lemma 3.3. We denote by        a Wheel planar graph 

of n vertices and m = 2n - 2 edges (see Figure 1). Then : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Proof. By calculation. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 :  The Wheel planar graph    
 
  Corollary 3.4. Let        be a Wheel planar graph with n ≥ 4 
vertices. Then : 
 

 
 

 Proof. We apply Theorem 2.4 and Lemma 3.3 : 
 
3.2. Graphs with D(G) > 2 
 
3.2.1. The Cycle planar graph (       ) 

 
 Lemma 3.5. The Cycle planar graph, noted      , is a 
graph of n ≥ 2 vertices and m = n edges (see Figure 2). 
                      : 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 Proof. By calculation. 
 
  Theorem 3.6. Let         be a Cycle planar graph of n ≥ 
2 vertices and m edges. Then : 
 
 

 
 
 

 Proof. We use Theorem 2.4 and Lemma 3.5 : 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The seem if n is odd.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Figure 2 :  The Cycle planar graph     
 

 
3.2.2. The Path planar graph (        ) 
 
Lemma 3.7. The Path planar graph, noted        , is a graph 
of n ≥ 2 vertices and m = n − 1 edges (see Figure 3). 
                     : 
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 Proof. By calculation.  
 

 
 
 

  Figure 3 :  The Path planar graph     
 

 Theorem 3.8. Let         be a Path planar graph of n ≥ 2 
vertices and m edges. Then : 
 

 
 
 Proof. We use Theorem 2.4 and Lemma 3.7 : 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. CONCLUSION 
 
In this paper we have mentioned some theoretical results 
about the Degree Distance index DD(G) relating to the     
and the diameter of a graph G . We have also discussed the 
use of           to analyze social networks and particularly for 
accounting the distances between the social networks' 
members. We finished the paper with an application on 
some graphs like Wheel planar graph       , Star planar 
graph      , Cycle planar graph      , and the Path planar 
graph        using the proposed theorem. 
 

REFERENCES 
 
1. W. Gao, M. K. Jamil, M. R. Farahani, The hyper-

Zagreb index and some graph operations , J. Appl. 
Math. Comput. 54, no. 1-2, 263 - 275, 2017. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12190-016-1008-9 

2. I. Gutman, N. Dehgardi, H. Aram, On general first 
Zagreb index of graphs with fixed maximum degree, 
Bull. Int. Math. Virtual Inst. 6, no. 2, 251 - 258, 2016. 

3. E. I. Milovanović, P. M. Bekakos, M. P. Bekakos, I. ž. 
Milovanović, Sharp bounds for the general Randic 
index R−1 of a graph, Rocky Mountain J. Math. 47, no. 
1, 259 - 266, 2017. 
https://doi.org/10.1216/RMJ-2017-47-1-259 

4. T. Mansour, M. A. Rostami, S. Elumalai, B. A. Xavier, 
Correcting a paper on the Randić and geometric-
arithmetic indices, Turkish J. Math. 41, no. 1, 27 - 32, 
2017. 
https://doi.org/10.3906/mat-1510-115 

5. E. Glogić, E. Zogić, N. Glišović, Remarks on the 
upper bound for the Randić energy of bipartite 
graphs, Discrete Appl. Math. 221, 67 - 70, 2017. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dam.2016.12.005 

6. B. Liu, L. R. Pavlović, T. DivniĂ, R. Tomica, M. Liu, 
Jianxi, Stojanović, M. Marina, On the conjecture of 
Aouchiche and Hansen about the Randić index, 
Discrete Math. 313, no. 3, 225 - 235, 2013. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.disc.2012.10.012 

7. I. Gutman, B. Ruščić, , N. Trinajstić, C. N. Wilcox, 
Graph Theory and Molecular Orbitals. XII. Acyclic 
Polyenes, J. Chem. Phys. 62, 3399 - 3405, 1975. 



    Mohamed Essalih et al.., International Journal of Advanced Trends in Computer Science and  Engineering, 8(3), May - June 2019, 954 -  958 
 

958 
 

 
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.430994 

8. I. Gutman, N. Trinajstić, Graph theory and molecular 
orbitals. Total φ-electron energy of alternant 
hydrocarbons, Phys. Lett., 17, 535 - 538, 1971. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/0009-2614(72)85099-1 

9. H. Wiener, Structural Determination of Parafin 
Boiling Points, J. Am. Chem. Soc; 69, 17 - 20, 1947. 
https://doi.org/10.1021/ja01193a005 

10. Sȕlaiman Adiz, On S Degrees of Vertices and S 
Indices of Graphs, Science Journal of Analytical 
Chemistry. 2017; 5(6) : 86 - 89. 
https://doi.org/10.11648/j.sjac.20170505.14 

11. M. Zeryouh, M. El Marraki, & M. Essalih, (2017, 
November). Studying the Structure of Some 
Networks Using Certain Topological Indices. In 
International Conference on Complex Networks and 
their Applications (pp. 543 - 554). Springer, Cham 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-72150-7_44 

12. V. Kraus, M. Dehmer, F. Emmert-Streib, Probabilistic 
inequalities for evaluating structural network 
measures, Inform Sciences. 288, 220 - 245 (2014). 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ins.2014.07.018 

13. A. A. Dobrynin, R. Entringer, I. Gutman, Wiener 
index of trees : theory and applications, Acta 
Applicandae Mathematica. vol. 66, no 3, pp. 211 - 249, 
(2001). 
https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1010767517079 

14. M. Knor, R. krekovski, A. Tepeh, Mathematical 
aspects of Wiener index, arXiv preprint arXiv : 
1510.00800. (2015). 

15. M. Liu, B. Liu, A survey on recent results of variable 
Wiener index, MATCH Commun. Math. Comput. 
Chem. vol. 69, pp. 491 - 520, (2013). 

16. N. S. Schmucka, S. G. Wagnerb, H. Wang, Greedy 
Trees, Caterpillars, and Wiener-type Graph 
Invariants, MATCH Commun. Math. Comput. Chem. 
vol. 68, pp. 273 - 292, (2012). 

17. M. Zeryouh, M. El Marraki, M. Essalih, Wiener and 
Terminal Wiener Indices of some Rooted Trees, 
Applied Mathematical Sciences. vol. 8, no. 11, pp. 4995 
- 5002, (2014). 
https://doi.org/10.12988/ams.2014.46461 

18. M. El Marraki, M. Essalih, G. Al hagri, calculation of 
some topological indices of graphs, Journal of 
Theoretical and Applied Information Technology, 
August 31st (2011). Vol. 30 No.2. 

19. M. Zeryouh, M. El Marraki, & M. Essalih, (2018, 
May). A Measure for Quantifying the Topological 
Structure of Some Networks. In International 
Conference on Networked Systems (pp. 371 - 381). 
Springer, Cham.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-05529-5_26 

20. M. Zeryouh, M. El Marraki & Mohamed Essalih, 
Quantifying the structure of some networks by using 
a vertex-cut method, The International Conference on 

Modern Intelligent Systems Concepts (MISC'18), in 
Rabat, Morocco, December 12 - 13, (2018). 

21. B. Furtula, I. Gutman, J. Tosovic, et al, On an old/new 
degree-based topological index, Bulletin Classe des 
sciences mathematiques et natturalles. 148(40), 19 - 31 
(2015). 

22. A. Ilić, M. Ilić, Generalizations of Wiener polarity 
index and terminal Wiener index, Graphs and 
Combinatorics. 29(5), 1403 - 1416 (2013). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00373-012-1215-6 

23. M. Arockiaraj, S. R. J. Kavitha, K. Balasubramanian, 
Vertex cut method for degree and distance-based 
topological indices and its applications to silicate 
networks, J. Math. Chem. 54, 1728 - 1747 (2016). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10910-016-0646-3 

24. P. Manuel, I. Rajasingh, A. William, A. Kishore, 
Computational aspects of silicate networks, In 
Proceedings of the International Conference on Parallel 
and Distributed Processing Techniques and 
Applications (PDPTA) (p. 1). The Steering Committee 
of The World Congress in Computer Science, Computer 
Engineering and Applied Computing (WorldComp), 
(2011). 

25. J. A. Rodrìguez-Velàzquez, A. Kamisalic, J. Domingo-
Ferrer, On reliability indices of communication 
networks, Computers & Mathematics with 
Applications. 58(7), 1433 - 1440 (2009). 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.camwa.2009.07.019 

26. S. Goel, A. Anderson, J. Hofman, D. J. Watts, The 
structural virality of online difiusion, Management 
Science. 62(1), 180 - 196 (2015). 
https://doi.org/10.1287/mnsc.2015.2158 


